21st Century Lesson Cycle Template
	Subject:   English Language Arts         Unit: Exploring Children’s Literature 
Grade: 8                                               Lesson: Sneetches – Part 1

	Curriculum Outcomes: Students will be expected read children’s literature and show comprehension at a variety of levels. Students will be asked to write in the genre and about the genre using a variety of forms for a range of audiences and purposes. 

	Driving Questions:
What makes children’s literature a unique and special genre?
Can you write a good children’s story

	Learning Goal:
To understand the various factors that go into creating a successful children’s story and to put into practice these ideas by writing in this genre.

	Success Criteria:
To publish a set of responses showing compression of the genre. 
To write one or more children’s story 

A) Show comprehension B) Writing and by  C) Being creative  

	Assessment:
Self assessment – students assess their own work against a rubric & template.
Teacher assessment – looking at formatting and strength of ideas.

	

	Screencast Link(s) and Online Resources:
Webpages: Part 1:  Here        http://wtyw.weebly.com/sneetches1.html 
Screencasts: Part 1      : Here      https://youtu.be/N1fwB9zDSVY 
Other videos being used:   A) https://youtu.be/XMolzESn4oI 

                                            B) https://youtu.be/CwqPuisyfww
                                            C) https://youtu.be/PdLPe7XjdKc
Google Slide Presentation: Here or  https://drive.google.com/open?id=12L0vdTTsxJoyia5nSLzpQkQf056UJXVckh8IW27wt1o 


	Expected Duration:  4 - 5 hrs to complete. This lesson done fully will take 5 - 6 one hour periods once any publication and presentation parts are added.
After review it could be amended depending on the needs of the students and the desires of the teacher. 


	Lesson Procedure (including Differentiation)

	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
YouTube
Internet
Google Drive
Google Docs
	We do:
Activities) Students and teacher will watch a screencast and respond to the responsive reading of The Sneetches. Other video readings of The Sneetches will be made available to the students via the website. 

This will be followed by a Google slide presentation. 
A exploratory of children’s fiction (as different from regular fiction)  and rhyme schemes will be done via class centers all based on The Sneetches 

         Activity I) As a class we will watch the Screencast:   

         https://youtu.be/N1fwB9zDSVY 
   Activity II) As a class we watch will one of the following  

        Sneetch videos:  A) https://youtu.be/XMolzESn4oI 

                                      B) https://youtu.be/CwqPuisyfww
                                 C) https://youtu.be/PdLPe7XjdKc
Activity III) As a class we will review the Assignment Instructions): (G-Docs) (MS Word) (PDF)
Every student will have a hard copy of the assignment sheet as well access to digital copies. 
Activity IV) As a class we will look at and review the class presentation (Google Slideshow) Students will also be given a copy of the text of the story for reference (PDF)
Activity V) As a class we will review the YOU DO activities (learning centers) questions: 
Time will be spent in class to go over the assignment for each leaning centre, give examples of possible ideas and collect from students alternative ideas that correspond with the overall theme of the learning here. 

Time will also be allocated to discuss ideas, give examples and make sure students have a strong understanding of the options available to make this a personal learning experience. 

This screencast, presentation and other materials are also available via the website:  
     http://wtyw.weebly.com/sneetches1.html
Differentiation:

Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have the presentation outline provided in hard copy for them to highlight. They will also be able to follow the Google slide presentation with their own device.  
They will be able to re-watch the screencast and the class presentation outlining the choices for Sneetches.
Some students struggling with grade level outcomes will have fewer options assigned or different options that will highlight their individual strengths. One of these options would be to answer the questions as an audio recording as opposed to writing or to use dictation software on the iPad. 
Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked to follow the links provided on the web page that will allow for more options to be completed and those that are completed to be done in greater detail. 


	              Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
(find and validate                                                            ( critical thinking
(apply and understand                                                  ( communicate clearly
☐ analyze and synthesize                                               ☐ work collaboratively
☐ evaluate and leverage                                                  (embrace culture
☐ create and publish                                                        ☐develop creativity
                                                                                    (utilize connectivity


	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
PowToons
Pic Collage

Comic life

Freehand

Internet
Google Drive
Google Docs
	You do: (In Learning Centers) 
Activity overview) Learning Centres Students rotate through a set of learning centres. Each centre will be focused on a different learning outcome. 
A) Show comprehension B) Writing and by  C) Being creative   
Centre A)  Showing Text Comprehension Template A
i. Discussion - In their small learning centre group students will discuss the story. 
ii. Consensus - In their small learning centre group students will create an outline of the story. 

iii. Expression - Students will individually write a summary of the story (50 – 100 words) 
Centre B) Understanding genre specific fiction      Template B
i. Discussion As a group discuss - What is a Sneetch?  What words, phrases or images does the author use to create these fictional characters for the reader?
ii. Expression - As an individual or in a pair use 250 words to create a species that does not exist.  Use some of the techniques you have seen Suess use to help your reader understand what these creatures are like.  
Centre C) Understanding Rhyme Schemes Template C
i. Discussion As a group discuss the rhyme pattern Suess uses.  (the answer is aabbcc or occasionally aabbccc)

ii. Expression - As an individual or in a pair Write 7 lines using the same rhyme pattern and beat that Suess uses. It can be anything you want - a description of your morning, of your pet, of your sister or it can be a short little story that you’ve made up.  
Centre D)         Applying Comprehension Template D
i. Discussion - find another children’s story from those books provided and read it.

ii. Expression - Draw a set of pictures, comic strip, collage or other visual representation that so comprehension of the book. You may use paper, Comic life software, pic collage, freehand other digital tools to help
Differentiation:
 Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have the presentation outline provided in hard copy for them to highlight. They will also be able to follow the Google slide presentation with their own device.  
They will be able to re-watch the screencast and the class presentation outlining the choices for Sneetches.
Some students struggling with grade level outcomes will have fewer options assigned or different options that will highlight their individual strengths. One of these options would be to answer the questions as an audio recording as opposed to writing or to use dictation software on the iPad. 

Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked to follow the links provided on the web page that will allow for more options to be completed and those that are completed to be done in greater detail. 


	              
          Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
( find and validate                                                           ( critical thinking
( apply and understand                                                 ( communicate clearly
( analyze and synthesize                                               ( work collaboratively
( evaluate and leverage                                                  ( embrace culture
( create and publish                                                        ( develop creativity
(utilize connectivity


	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
PowToons
Internet
Google Drive
Google Docs
	We share:

Activity overview) Students will publish each of their four learning centre expressions. They will present and share at least one of their learning centre expressions with the other students. Each student will have the chance to explain why they chose the expressions they did and go over the details with at least one other person. 
Publishing - Students will publish each of their four learning centre expressions. 

They may use Google Docs, Google Slides or the platform of your choice. Send the digital copy, URL or link to your teacher.
Presenting - Students will present and share at least one of their learning centre expressions with the other students. Each student will have the chance to explain why they chose the expressions they did and go over the details with at least one other person. 

You reflect:

Self Reflection (Self - Evaluation)  
   Students will complete the Self Evaluation provided. (G-Docs) ​       Extra care and effort should go into the 
"What I did well" and   "What I could improve" sections.
Differentiation:
Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have support of another student to complete peer editing, tweaking and publishing.
Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked to publish their work in more than one platform as well as make a presentation that entails more detail.


	            Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
( find and validate                                                           ( critical thinking
(apply and understand                                                 ( communicate clearly
(analyze and synthesize                                               (work collaboratively
(evaluate and leverage                                                  ( embrace culture
(create and publish                                                        ( develop creativity
                                                                                   ( utilize connectivity

	WRAP UP/REMINDERS:
The step by step instructions for both student and teacher are available at 
            http://wtyw.weebly.com/sneetches1.html 


