21st Century Lesson Cycle Template
	Subject:   Social Studies                        Unit: Global Development
Grade: 7                                    Lesson: Writing a letter of Global Importance

	Curriculum Outcomes: Economic Empowerment

7.2.1 Analyse how conditions that lead to economic empowerment have changed

7.2.2 Investigate the various ways economic systems empower or disempower people

7.2.3 Identify and analyse trends that could impact future economic empowerment

	Driving Questions:
How are Bill and Melinda Gates changing the world?
Can you develop a powerful letter (Or tool) that can be used to persuade people of the importance of a topic you choose??

	Learning Goals:
For students to: Find a topic or cause that students are passionate about.
For students to: Find a voice for that passion (and the cause) 

For students to: Practice speaking up in a formal way for what you know is important

	Success Criteria:
To publish a letter (or digital tool) which will highlight the importance of a particular cause or topic and has concrete suggestions for helping to make the world a better place. 

	Assessment:
Self assessment – students assess their own work against a rubric & template.
Peer evaluations - student will evaluate their peers using a presentation rubric. 
Teacher assessment – looking at formatting and strength of ideas.

	

	Screencast Link(s) and Online Resources:
Webpages: http://wtyw.weebly.com/global-letter.html    
or                 http://www.tiny.cc/g-letter   
Screencast: https://youtu.be/tcGEqFwJVWw and https://youtu.be/Qf22v0INXQ0  
Google Slide Presentations and quizzes
Google Slide Presentations

Google Documents

The Gates Letter (Intro)
The Gates Letter (Intro Quiz)
The Gates Letter (Bill)
The Gates Letter (Bill)
The Gates Letter (Melinda)
The Gates Letter (Melinda)
The Gates Letter (Post)
The Gates Letter (Post)
Google Folder: Assignment Sheet, Templates, Class presentation, Peer Assessments, Self Assessment and other documents: https://drive.google.com/open?id=0Byf0JWTGzTdcVFllZlJ2aUpjams 

	Expected Duration:  4 - 5 hrs to complete and 2-3 hours for presentations depending on the length of presentations. 
This lesson done fully will take 4 - 5 one hour periods. 
(Presentation time is an additional required)
After review it could be amended depending on the needs of the students and the desires of the teacher. 


	Lesson Procedure (including Differentiation)

	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
PowToons
Internet
Google Drive
Google Docs
Google Class
	We do:
Activities) 
Examining the annual letter from Bill and Melinda Gates

Students will look at the annual letter published by Bill and Melinda Gates with two main reasons in mind:
i) To understand the importance of what the Gates’ are saying and understand ways to help the world’s poorest people

ii) To use as an exemplar for students to write their own letter of GLOBAL IMPORTANCE
Activity I) As a class we will watch Screencast 1): 
      https://youtu.be/tcGEqFwJVWw
Activity II) As a class we will review the Class Presentations here:  
The Gates Letter (Intro)
The Gates Letter (Bill)
The Gates Letter (Melinda)
The Gates Letter (Post)
   Activity III) As an individual first and then reviewed as a class students will complete the quiz for each class presentation.  

The Gates Letter (Intro Quiz)
The Gates Letter (Bill)
The Gates Letter (Melinda)
The Gates Letter (Post)
NOTE: The Quizzes are Google Documents and can easily be copied and then shared with students through Google Classrooms. Each student will receive their own copy and can submit it to the teacher individually. 

Time will be spent throughout the presentation to discuss ideas, give examples and make sure students a strong understanding of the options available to make this a personal learning experience. 
This screencast. Presentations and videos are also available via the website.
Webpages: http://wtyw.weebly.com/global-letter.html    
or               http://www.tiny.cc/g-letter


Differentiation:

Students struggling with grade level
Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have the presentations outlines provided in hard copy for them to highlight. They will also be able to follow the Google Slide presentation with their own device.  
They will be able to re-watch the screencast and the class presentation outlining the choices for 
A Letter of Global Importance
Some students struggling with grade level outcomes will have the word count reduced and / or be placed in a group with students who will help them use their individual strengths to the best advantage.
Some students struggling with grade level outcomes will have fewer options assigned or different options that will highlight their individual strengths. 
Students ready for challenges beyond grade level

Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked expand on the letter idea and write more than a simple letter. 
Some students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked use several or all of the options that are listed as ‘extras’ or ‘challenges’ in the assignment instructions 


	              Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
(find and validate                                                           ☐ critical thinking
(apply and understand                                                   ☐ communicate clearly
(analyze and synthesize                                                ( work collaboratively
(evaluate and leverage                                                  (embrace culture
☐ create and publish                                                        ☐develop creativity
                                                                                        (utilize connectivity


	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
PowToons
Internet
Google Drive
G - Docs
G - Class
	You do: 

Activity overview
Students will create a letter or digital tool to bring attention to a cause or topic that they feel passionate about.
Activity A) Screencast 2: https://youtu.be/Qf22v0INXQ0
This screencast is also available to students via the website.

Activity B) Assignment instructions: Student will be given a hard copy of the assignment sheet. This is also available online.

Via (G-Docs) (PDF) (MS Word) OR via the website
Students are given many options for presentation method or ways to demonstrate their understanding. 

Activity C) Choose a topic / cause / issue
A class discussion will help students find topics that they feel are important and need to be brought to the attention of global or local leaders. The list of topic sheet will help facilitate this discussion and can be found as a (G-Docs) (PDF) (MS Word) OR via the website
Activity D) Choose a recipient for the letter or digital tool. 
Students will be asked to consider global, national and local leaders to decide who they think will have the most influence and be able to help further awareness of their cause the most.

Activity E) Research the topic / cause / issue
Students will be given time in the computer lab or with connected devices to find interesting facts and statistics which will further their claim that their particular topic needs the attention of their recipient. 
Activity E) Students will decide on a platform to create their letter or digital tool. 

Students will be encouraged to use digital tools that they have not used before but in the end they will have complete control over the platform used including a traditional pen and paper letter.

Students will be encouraged to include where possible:

· Pictures throughout their letter

· Videos (or links to videos) 

· Web-links 

· References
· Other ways to show interest and effort 
Note) Students will have the option of working alone or in pairs (groups of 3). Students in pairs or groups will have to devide up the work in such a way that all members will be satisfied and feel a sense of shared collaboration. 
Differentiation:

Students struggling with grade level
Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have a shorter assignment and / or be asked to dictate their ideas using the Ipads. 
Some students struggling with grade level outcomes will have the word count reduced and / or be placed in a group with students who will help them use their individual strengths to the best advantage.
Some students struggling with grade level outcomes will have fewer options assigned or different options that will highlight their individual strengths. 

Students ready for challenges beyond grade level

Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked expand on the letter idea and write more than a simple letter. 
Some students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked use several or all of the options that are listed as ‘extras’ or ‘challenges’ in the assignment instructions 


	           Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
( find and validate                                                           ( critical thinking
( apply and understand                                                 ( communicate clearly
( analyze and synthesize                                               ( work collaboratively
( evaluate and leverage                                                  ( embrace culture
( create and publish                                                        ( develop creativity
                                                                                         (utilize connectivity


	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
PowToons
Internet
Google Drive
Google Docs
Google Class
	We Share: 
Activity overview

Students will publish their work, present it to the class, have an opportunity to give feedback to others and to send their final product to the recipient of their choice. 
Activity i) Students will publish their work. 

Students will be encouraged to use digital tools that they have not used before but in the end they will have complete control over the platform used including a traditional pen and paper letter. 

The finished product will be collected by the teacher via Google classrooms, Google docs, or linked to Google Drive

A class binder will be set up for presentation of traditional publishing.

Activity ii) Students will present their work. 
As individuals, pairs or small groups students will present their letter or digital tool to the class. Presentation reminders will be reviewed in the Class Presentation and in a document (PDF)
Activity iii) Students will Listen to Others present their work.
Students will evaluate their peers as they present their letters or digital tools. Students will be reminded to use positive and constructive criticism. 
A Rubric for the presentations will be provided for the students to use in evaluation others.  ( Presentation Rubric) 
You Reflect:

Self Reflection (Self - Evaluation)  
Students will complete the Self Evaluation provided. 
(G-Docs) (PDF) (MS Word)      ​      
Extra care and effort should go into the "What I did well" and   "What I could improve" sections.
Differentiation:
Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have support of another student to complete peer editing, tweaking and publishing.
Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked to publish their work in more than one platform as well as make a presentation that entails more detail.

	            Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
( find and validate                                                           ( critical thinking
(apply and understand                                                  ( communicate clearly
(analyze and synthesize                                               (work collaboratively
(evaluate and leverage                                                  ( embrace culture
(create and publish                                                        ( develop creativity
                                                                                       ( utilize connectivity

	WRAP UP/REMINDERS:
The step by step instructions for both student and teacher are available at 
http://wtyw.weebly.com/global-letter.html    
or               http://www.tiny.cc/g-letter


	Teacher Reflection: 

See separate attachment 


