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CONTACT is the term historians use to refer to the time when Europeans first came to North America. The arrival of the newcomers eventually caused serious problems for the First Nations and Inuit 

At first the First Nations and Europeans realized there were some good economic opportunities. 


The Fur Trade was a bit of an endless cycle. 

· Native people hunted so they could trade for goods.

· Native people needed to trade goods because they hunted for furs.

The Covenant Chain of Treaties are 250 years old now and are still very controversial because the:
1st Nations Depopulation was caused by:

- Disease       

- War & violence                - Exploitation 
- Massacres  

- Displacement & disruption 

Disease is thought to be the main reason for the huge decline in population. One of the most devastating diseases was smallpox, but other deadly diseases included typhus, measles, mumps, yellow fever, and whooping cough, which were chronic in Europe & Asia. The diseases brought to the New World proved to be exceptionally deadly to First Nations people.













Europeans Wanted


Help to survive


Furs


Venison 


Fish


Lumber


Land





1st Nations Wanted


Metal Knives


Pots


Axe heads 


Fish hooks


Kettles


Wool blankets





Canadian Government Wants


Control of natural resources


Ability to licence hunting and fishing


Clear boundaries and an end to land claims 





1st Nations Government Wants


Control of their own natural resources


Ability to hunt and fish as they have traditionally


Compensation for lands lost over time 








