21st Century Lesson Cycle Template
	Subject:   English Language Arts         Unit: Writing A Mystery 
Grade: 8                                               Lesson: Harris Burdick

	Curriculum Outcomes: Students will be expected read mystery short stories and show comprehension at a variety of levels. Students will be asked to write in the genre and about the genre using a variety of forms for a range of audiences and purposes. 

	Driving Questions:
What makes mysteries a unique and special genre?
Can you write a good mystery story?

	Learning Goal:
To understand the various factors that go into creating a successful mystery story and to put into practice these ideas by writing in this genre.

	Success Criteria:
To write one or more Mystery story 

A) Writing (Being Creative)  B) Publish / Present 

	Assessment:
Self assessment – students assess their own work using a Google form self assessment. 

	

	Screencast Link(s) and Online Resources:
Webpage:        http://wtyw.weebly.com/harris-burdick.html
Screencast    https://youtu.be/qL8oIL-Cbks 
Harris Burrdick Slide show Presentation: 
                             http://wtyw.weebly.com/harris-burdick.html


	Expected Duration:  5 - 6 hrs to complete. This lesson done fully will take 6+ one hour periods once any publication and presentation parts are added.
After review it could be amended depending on the needs of the students and the desires of the teacher. 


	Lesson Procedure (including Differentiation)

	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
YouTube
Internet
Google Drive
Google Docs

	We do:
Activities) Students and teacher will watch a set of screencasts in preparation for creating their own mystery book.
This will be followed by a set of Google slide presentations. 
A set of steps for writing children’s literature will be established.
         Activity I) As a class we will watch the following  

         Screencasts:   https://youtu.be/qL8oIL-Cbks 
   Activity II) As a class we watch will look at all the Harris Burrdick Pictures and starting lines:
Harris Burdick Slide Show:    

http://wtyw.weebly.com/harris-burdick.html 
Activity III) As a class we will review the Assignment Instructions): (G-Docs)
Every student will have a hard copy of the assignment sheet as well access to digital copies. 
      Activity V) As a class we will review the YOU DO activities   

     questions: 
Time will be spent in class to go over the assignment, give examples of possible ideas and collect from students alternative ideas that correspond with the overall theme of the learning here. 

Time will also be allocated to discuss ideas, give examples and make sure students have a strong understanding of the options available to make this a personal learning experience. 

This screencast, presentation and other materials are also available via the website:  
http://wtyw.weebly.com/harris-burdick.html 
Differentiation:

Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have the presentation outline provided in hard copy for them to highlight. They will also be able to follow the Google slide presentations with their own device.  
They will be able to re-watch the screencasts and the class presentation outlining the choices for Writing a Mystery.
Some students struggling with grade level outcomes will have fewer options assigned or different options that will highlight their individual strengths. One of these options would be to answer the questions as an audio recording as opposed to writing or to use dictation software on the iPad. 
Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked to follow the links provided on the web page that will allow for more options to be completed and those that are completed to be done in greater detail. They will be encouraged to take on the bonus section of the lesson. 


	              Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
(find and validate                                                            ( critical thinking
(apply and understand                                                  ( communicate clearly
☐ analyze and synthesize                                               ☐ work collaboratively
☐ evaluate and leverage                                                  (embrace culture
☐ create and publish                                                        ☐develop creativity
                                                                               (utilize connectivity


	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
YouTube
Internet
Google Drive
Google Docs

	You do:   

Activity overview) Students will be asked to consider the various elements that go into children’s literature as preparation for writing their own Mystery Story.
A) Writing (Being Creative)  B) Publish / Present 
Step 1)  Planning  
        Students will be asked to spend time to plan out their story.
        They will be asked to consider the various elements that go into  

        writing a mystery story.

                                 Tool’s that might help

        A ) Mystery Cube Planning Sheet
       B )  Online Mystery Cube Generator
Step 2)  Outlining Your Ideas  
        Students will be asked to spend time outlining their story.

        They will be asked to consider the various pieces that make up  

         their story.

                                 Tool’s that might help

        A) Graphic Organizer (Beginning / Middle / End)

        B) Storyboard Sheet
        C) Storyboard Template
Step 3)  Support For Your Writing  
        Students will be asked to ensure that their writing is of the 

        highest of quality. Several edits will hopefully make sure  

        students are working towards their best writing. 
                                 Tool’s that might help

        A) Punctuation Card
        B) Descriptive Writing Checklist
Step 4)  Write / Draw / Create  
        Students will have the option to use digital tool but they will not  

        be required to use digital tools in creating their Mystery Story. 

 Websites
Apps
Animoto 
Sonic Pics
Powtoons 
Telligami
Capzles
Vidiolicious 
Storybird
Puppet Pals
Google Slides
Book Creator
Step 5)  Bonus Section  
Make a brief ad (30 – 60 sec) to show an overview of your book.

   iMovies, Emaze, Prezi, Powtoons or PPT (or other)
Differentiation:
 Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have the presentation outline provided in hard copy for them to highlight. They will also be able to follow the Google slide presentations with their own device.  
They will be able to re-watch the screencasts and the class presentation outlining the choices for Writing a Mystery Story.
Some students struggling with grade level outcomes will have fewer options assigned or different options that will highlight their individual strengths. One of these options would be to answer the questions as an audio recording as opposed to writing or to use dictation software on the iPad. 

Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked to follow the links provided on the web page that will allow for more options to be completed and those that are completed to be done in greater detail. They will be encouraged to take on the bonus section of the lesson.


	Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
( find and validate                                                           ( critical thinking
( apply and understand                                                 ( communicate clearly
( analyze and synthesize                                               ( work collaboratively
( evaluate and leverage                                                  ( embrace culture
( create and publish                                                        ( develop creativity
(utilize connectivity


	Tools & Tech req’d
Website
PowToons
Internet
Google Drive
Google Docs
	We share:

Activity overview) Students will publish their Mystery Story in a public digital folder if it is digital. Otherwise it will be published and kept in the classroom. They will present and share their story with other students. 
Step 6)  Peer editing  
Students will help at least one other student edit their book.

Tool’s that might help

        A) Peer Conferencing Form
Step 7) Publishing 
Students will publish their children’s story in a public digital folder if it is digital. They may use Google Docs, Google Slides or the platform of your choice. Send the digital copy, URL or link to your teacher. Otherwise the physical copy will be published and kept in the classroom.
Step 8) Presenting - Students will present their story to other students. Each student will have two options.
              A) Read / Present to their grade level class
              B) Read / Present to an elementary student or group of 

                  students. 

                       Students must have teacher’s approval of their book to choose this option. 

Tool’s that might help

        A) Presentation Reminders 

You reflect:

Step 9 )  Self Reflection 
   Students will complete a Self – reflection form via Google Forms. 
Tool’s that might help

               A) Google Form – Self Assessment
Differentiation:
Students struggling with grade level outcomes will have support of another student to complete peer editing, tweaking and publishing.
Students ready for challenges beyond grade level outcomes will be asked to publish their work in more than one platform as well as make a presentation that entails more detail. They will be encouraged to take on the bonus section of the lesson.


	            Taxonomy                             of                         21st Century Skills
( find and validate                                                           ( critical thinking
(apply and understand                                                 ( communicate clearly
(analyze and synthesize                                               (work collaboratively
(evaluate and leverage                                                  ( embrace culture
(create and publish                                                        ( develop creativity
                                                                                   ( utilize connectivity

	WRAP UP/REMINDERS:
The step by step instructions for both student and teacher are available at 
http://wtyw.weebly.com/harris-burdick.html
 


